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BOSTON  TAVERNS. 


i. 


THE  CASTLE  TAVERN. 

Drake  (Hist,  of  Boston,  p.  805)  says  that  the  Castle  Tavern  was  in 
Mackerel  Lane,  corner  of  Crab  Lane.  It  was  on  what  is  now  Battery 
March  Street,  at  the  corner  of  Liberty  Square.  The  land  on  which  it 
stood  was  part  of  what,  was  formerly  the  Town  Marsh,  leased  to  James 
Johnson  by  the  Selectmen,  23  : 12  : 1656.  “ There  is  lett  to  Capt.  James 

Johnson  all  ye  waste  land  belonging  to  ye  towne  on  ye  south  side  of  ye  Creeke 
by  mr  winthrops  warehouse  & adjoyning  to  ye  land  already  lett  to  Ben 
ward  to  enjoy  ye  same  for  euer,  hee  paijng  foure  pounds  ten  shillings  Per 
annu  for  euer  to  ye  schoole  of  Boston,  alwayes  reseruing  high  waves  through 
ye  same  land  for  ye  townes  vse,  & ye  sd.  land  to  bee  bounded  on  all  p’ts  & 
to  bee  specifyed  in  couenants  expressly,  & ye  land  to  bee  bound  for  security 
of  paijmh  wch  is  to  bee  pd  euery  first  of  ye  first  m°.  & to  begin  ye  first 
march  57  on  forfeiture”  (Boston  Town  Records,  i.  129).  This  was  con- 
firmed at  a general  town  meeting  held  12:  1 : 1659-60  {Ibid.  i.  155;  see 
also  i.  157).  28th  Jan.  1660  \i.  e.  1660-61],  the  Town  granted  this  land 
to  Johnson,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  on  condition  that  he  should  pay 
£5  per  annum  forever,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  free  school  in  the  town  of 
Boston.  This  instrument  does  not  seem  to  have  been  recorded,  and  is 
known  only  by  recitals  in  other  conveyances  (see  also  Ibid.  ii.  3).  A part 
of  this  land,  being  the  premises  in  question,  was  conveyed  by  Johnson,  in 
or  about  Jan.  1660,  by  some  unrecorded  deed,  to  Thomas  Hull,  cooper,  who 
seems  to  have  conveyed  it  by  some  deed,  also  not  of  record,  before  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1670.  When  the  street,  now  called  Battery  March 
Street,  was  first  laid  out,  1 July,  1673  (Boston  Town  Records,  ii.  76),  this 
corner  was  occupied  by  “ ye  house  of  Nathaniell  Bishop,  knowne  by  the 
name  of  the  blew  bell.”  The  Blue  Bell  had  become  the  property  of  Dea- 
con Henry  Alline  and  Hugh  Drury,  as  tenants  in  common,  as  early  as  1674 
(see  Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib.  13,  fol.  497,  for  deed  of  an  adjoining  estate).  In 
the  inventory  of  the  estate  of  Hugh  Drury,  filed  30  July,  1689,  his  part  is 
thus  set  forth  : “ To  one  halfe  of  that  house  mr:  Wheeler  Lives  in  and 

Coopers  Shopp  £ 150-00-00.”  In  a partition  of  his  estate  among  the  devisees 
under  his  will,  21  April,  1692  (Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib.  15,  fol.  193),  there  was 
set  off  to  Thomas  Drury  of  Sudbury,  eldest  son  of  John  Drury,  and  grand- 
son of  the  testator,  “ One  Moiety  or  halfe  part  of  the  house  & land  corn- 
only  called  & knowne  by  the  Castle  Taverne  in  Boston  aforesd  neer  mr.  Oli- 
vers dock,  the  sd  house  & land  being  in  partnership  between  the  sd  Hugh 
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Drurey  & the  beforenamed  Henry  Allen.”  In  the  inventory  filed  21  May, 
1696,  by  Judith  Alline,  admx  of  the  estate  of  her  late  husband  Henry 
Alline,  his  part  is  thus  described:  “A  halfe  house;  and  halfe ; shop;  and 
Land  ; near  mr  olliuers  £150-00-00.”  In  her  account  filed  26  Dec.  1700, 
said  admx  charges  herself  with  rent  received  from  “ the  dece’ds  halfe  of  the 
Castle  Tavern  house  till  July  1700,”  £41 — and  asks  to  be  allowed  for  re- 
pairs on  the  same,  £26-6—8.  In  the  division  of  Henry  Alline’s  estate  among 
his  widow  Judith  and  children  Joseph,  Henry,  & John,  11  Aug.  1703,  the 
deceased’s  half  of  the  Castle  Tavern  and  the  cooper’s  shop  adjoining  was 
set  off  to  her  for  her  dower.  Joseph  and  John  Alline  released  to  her  their 
reversionary  interest  therein,  16  Dec.  1706  (Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib.  23,  fol.  72). 
Judith  Alline  and  Thomas  Drury  then  made  a partition  of  the  estate,  by 
an  indenture  dated  19  Nov.  1707  (Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib,  23,  fol.  190),  she 
taking  the  westerly  and  he  the  easterly  part.  It  probably  ceased  to  be 
occupied  as  a tavern  from  this  date.  In  this  indenture  the  whole  estate  is  thus 
described  : S.  by  land  formerly  of  Thomas  Rawlins,  then  of  Samuel  Marshall, 
and  land  of  Peter  Oliver,  then  of  Nathaniel  Williams,  87  f. ; W.  by  land 
formerly  of  Peter  Oliver,  76  f. ; E.  by  “ the  highway  leading  to  the  house 
formerly  Benjamin  Gillams”  [now  Battery  March  Street],  52|  f.  ; and  N. 
by  “ the  highway  y1  leadeth  from  the  Wliarff  formerly  belonging  to  Benja 
Ward  up  into  the  Town”  [afterward  Water  Street,  now  Liberty  Square], 
48 1 f.  Judith  Alline  in  her  will,  probated  19  March,  1721-22,  makes  her 
son  Henry  residuary  legatee.  He  conveyed  to  Robert  Williams,  by  deed 
dated  10  Feb.  1723  (Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib.  37,  fol.  178),  in  consideration  of 
£290,  the  westerly  part  of  this  estate,  consisting  of  dwelling  house,  land, 
and  cooper’s  shop,  then  in  the  possession  of  John  Leach,  Samuel  Roberts 
and  Ezekiel  Cravath.  The  whole  tract  of  land  bounded  by  Liberty  Square, 
Battery  March  Street,  INI  ilk  Street  and  Kilby  Street  now  belongs  to  the 
Liberty  Square  Ware  House  Company. 


II. 

THE  CASTLE  TAVERN. 

In  the  Register  for  July,  1877  (xxxi.  329),  the  Castle  Tavern  was 
shown  to  have  been  as  early  as  1692  on  the  corner  of  what  is  now  Bat- 
terymarch  Street  and  Liberty  Square.  There  was,  however,  another 
“ Castle  Tavern,”  afterwards  called  the  George  Tavern,  of  a still  earlier 
date,  not  mentioned  by  Drake,  which  stood  on  the  corner  of  what  is  now 
Dock  Square  and  Elm  Street. 

In  the  Book  of  Possessions  (p.  45)  the  possession  of  William  Hudson, 
Jr.,  within  the  limits  of  Boston,  is  described  as  “ One  house  & garden 
bounded  wth  Mr  William  Tyng  southwest : Samuel  Greames  & the  Lane 
Northeast:  the  streete  southeast.”  Hudson  probably  enlarged  his  original 
lot  by  purchase  from  some  of  the  abuttors,  but  the  deeds  do  not  seem  to 
have  been  recorded.  He  was  obliged  to  mortgage  his  estate  several  times, 
but  these  and  other  mortgages,  as  they  are  not  essential  links  in  the  chain 
of  title,  are  not  shown  in  this  brief  abstract.  He  conveyed  to  James  Oliver, 
merchant,  by  deed  dated  April  21,  1654,  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib. 
2,  fol.  186,  and  again  Lib.  8,  fol.  184,  the  southeasterly  part  of  it.  See 
Lib.  3,  fol.  481,  and  Lib.  4,  fol.  86,  for  deed  of  release  and  deed  of  ex- 
change of  small  portions  of  the  estate. 
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By  deed  dated  March  19,  1674  (Lib.  9,  fol.  151),  William  Hudson,  vint- 
ner, and  Anne  his  wife  convey  to  John  Wing,  shopkeeper,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  £1000,  “all  that  our  Mansion  house  scituate  standing  & being  in 
Boston  aforesd  (neere  ye  towne  dock  comonly  Called  & knowne  by  the 
name  of  the  Castle  Tauern  & all  the  Land  whereon  the  sd  house  standeth 
with  all  the  yardes  gardens  & land  adjoining  & thereunto  Belonging;  as 
also  the  Brewhouse  stable  & all  other  out  houses  Edifices  & buildings  stand- 
ing or  being  upon  the  same  or  any  pt  thereof  with  the  Coppers  now  hung 
& all  the  Brewing  uessells  & utensills  Belonging  to  the  Brewhouse  with 
the  shops  in  the  ffront  of  said  house,  & land  whereon  they  stand ; ” with  all 
appurtenances,  &c.,  thereunto  belonging  ; “ which  Houseing  & land  are 
Buttled  & bounded  on  the  North  East  side  with  the  lane  or  street  some 
times  called  Hudsons  lane  and  extendeth  it  selfe  in  length  on  that  side 
Eight  & a halfe  Rod  or  One  hundred  & fforty  foote  three  inches  & on  the 
South  East  by  the  Broad  street  next  the  dock  & there  it  measureth  twenty- 
four  foot  nine  inches  which  Northeast  & southeast  Bounds  reach  from  A to 
B and  from  B to  C by  the  dwelling  house  & land  of  Anne  hunt  running 
upon  two  Seuerall  Lines  & angels  the  whole  of  which  two  sides  & angels 
measure  forty  one  foote  & on  the  southwest  side  from  C to  D by  houseing 
& Land  of  Habakkuk  Glouer  & from  D to  E by  the  land  of  Eliakim  Hutch- 
inson which  Southwest  Bounds  run  upon  diuers  lines  & angles  & measureth 
on  the  whole  of  sd  lines  & angles  One  hundred  sixty  three  foote  fiue  inches 
& on  the  West  from  E to  F with  the  Land  of  Thomas  Brattle  & there  it 
measureth  ffifty  Eight  foot  six  inches  & on  the  Northerly  pt  from  F to  A 
withe  the  Land  now  or  late  the  Land  of  Christopher  Parkus  and  measureth 
on  that  pt  ffifty  six  foot  & on  third  according  to  a draught  or  platt  of  the 
sd  land  herewith  annexed  or  howeuer  otherwise  the  sd  Houseing  & land 
are  buttled  & bounded  or  reputed  to  be  bounded.”  The  plan  referred  to 
was  unfortunately  not  copied  on  the  record.  May  12,  1677  (Lib.  10,  fol. 
96),  John  Wing  and  Jehoshaba,  or  Josabeth,  his  wife  mortgage  to  William 
Brown,  Sen.,  of  Salem,  merchant,  to  secure  the  payment  of  £1000  in  five 
years  from  that  date,  “ all  that  our  new  built  brick  dwelling  house  with  the 
ground  whereon  it  standeth  and  our  other  timber  tenements  or  Shops  ad- 
joining at  the  South  East  end  thereof  (being  part  of  that  building  formerly 
called  or  known  by  the  name  of  the  Castle  Tavern)  with  the  ground  where- 
on they  stand  with  the  yards  gardens  backsides  and  all  our  Land  adjoining 
or  thereunto  belonging  as  also  our  new  built  brewhouse  and  all  other  Edi- 
fices & buildings  whatsoever  standing  and  being  upon  the  sd.  Land  or  any 
part  thereof ; which  houseing  and  Land  are  scituate  and  being  in  Boston 
abovesd.  neere  unto  the  Town  dock  and  the  land  with  part  of  the  building 
was  by  us  purchased  of  Cap4.  William  Hudson  of  sd.  Boston.”  William 
Browne,  Esq.,  of  Salem,  and  dame  Rebecca  his  wife,  by  deed  dated  Oct. 
18,  1694  (Lib.  17,  fol.  74),  reciting  this  mortgage,  by  non-compliance  with 
the  conditions  of  which  “ said  Estate  became  forfeited  in  Law  to  the  said 
William  Browne,  Senr,”  who  “ by  his  last  Will  and  Testament  bearing 
date  the  Twelfth  day  of  March  which  was  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  One 
thousand  six  hundred  Eighty  and  Six  did  give  and  bequeath  all  the  before- 
menconed  Houseing  Lands  and  appurces.  to  the  said  William  Browne  party 
to  these  presents,”  son  of  said  mortgagee,  conveys  to  Benjamin  Pember- 
ton of  Boston,  brewer,  said  “ Mansion  House  or  Tenement  heretofore 
called  the  Castle  Taverne  since  the  George  Taverne,”  with  the  shops, 
brewhouse,  &c.,  subject  only  to  said  Wing’s  right  of  redemption. 
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The  will  of  John  Wing,  mariner,  dated  Feb.  24,  1701,  probated  March 
12,  1702,  contains  the  following  devise  : “ Item  I give  devise  and  Be- 
queath vnto  my  sonn  John  Wing  and  to  his  heirs  and  assignes  for  Ever  the 
housing  and  land  lying  near  vnto  the  head  of  the  Towne  Dock  in  Boston 
aforsd.  wch.  I formerly  purchas’d  of  Captn.  Hudson,  together  with  the  Brick 
messuage  thereon  standing  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  the  George 
Taverne  and  all  other  Ediffices  therevnto  belonging,  which  I since  built 
vpon  sd  land  wch  in  the  whole  cost  me  about  Three  thousand  four  hundred 
pounds,  wch  has  a charge  or  Incumbrance  vpon  it  of  one  Thousand  pounds 
due  to  Mr  Wm:  Browne,  and  is  now  possessed  by  Benja  Pemberton,  Together 
with  the  rights  privileges  and  appurces  wharfage  and  other  Comodityes 
Emoluments  and  advantages  belonging  to  ye  same  in  any  wise  To  haue 
and  to  hold  the  same,  after  the  death  of  my  sd  wife  vnto  him  sd.  John  Wing 
his  heirs  and  assignes  for  ever  as  aforsd.”  John  Wing,  the  son,  by  deed  dated 
April  9,  1708  (Lib.  23,  fol.  219)  releases  this  estate  to  said  Pemberton  with 
the  appurtenances,  &c.,  “ And  in  particular  One  Eighth  part  right  & privi- 
lege of  and  in  the  Conduit  pumps  pipes  and  water  thereof,  at  the  head  of 
the  Dock  made  and  built  by  his  Father  John  Wing,  and  several  others  of 
the  Neighbourhood  & the  privilidge  of  Dockage  and  WharfFage.” 

Benjamin  Pemberton  in  his  will,  dated  March  8,  probated  March  22, 
1708-9,  nominates  his  wife  Elizabeth,  his  son  Benjamin,  Mr.  William  Har- 
ris and  Capt.  Thomas  Fitch,  to  be  the  executors  thereof,  giving  them,  or 
any  two  of  them,  power  to  sell  and  dispose  of  his  estate.  By  virtue  of  this 
power  William  Harris,  merchant,  Thomas  Fitch,  upholder,  and  Elizabeth 
Pemberton,  widow,  three  of  such  executors,  by  deed  dated  July  31,  1710 
(Lib.  25,  fol.  99),  convey  to  Jonathan  Waldo,  shopkeeper,  for  and  in  con- 
sideration of  £1675,  “ All  that  part  of  the  real  Estate  of  the  said  Benjamin 
Pemberton,  and  whereof  he  Dyed  Seized  hereinafter  mentioned  to  be 
granted  and  Sold  lying  Scituate  at  the  Northerly  Corner  of  Dock  Square 
so  Called  in  Boston  aforesaid,  That  is  to  say,  The  Late  New  Built  Brick 
Messuage  Containing  Two  Tenements,  One  of  them  being  in  the  present 
Tenure  and  Occupation  of  John  Noyes  Goldsmith,  and  the  other  of  them 
in  the  present  Tenure  and  Occupation  of  John  Glover  Habberdasher  of 
Hatts  : As  also  a part  of  the  sd.  Pembertons  Old  Adjoining  Brick  Mes- 
suage or  Tenement  formerly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  the  George 
Tavern  in  the  present  Tenure  and  Occupation  of  Thomas  Gwin  Marriner 
and  the  sd.  John  Noyes  with  all  the  Land  and  ground  both  under  this  Old 
part  and  the  sd.  New  Messuage  with  the  yard  behind  and  Adjoining  there- 
to ; all  bounded  Described  and  measuring,  as  is  hereunder  mentioned  and 
Expressed.  That  is  to  say,  On  the  North  East  Side  by  Wings  Lane  so 
called,  measuring  on  that  Line  Sixty  nine  feet  Six  Inches,  at  the  Front  or 
Southeasterly  end  by  the  Street  now  called  or  knowne  by  the  name  of  Dock 
Square,  measuring  there  in  breadth  Twenty  four  feet  nine  Inches,  On  the 
South  Westerly  Side  partly  by  the  Land  of  Joshua  Marriner  Twenty  three 
feet  Eleven  Inches  or  thereabout,  and  thence  with  a returning  Line  of 
Eighteen  feet  two  Inches  or  thereabout  be  it  more  or  less,  along  by 
the  said  Marriners  house  unto  the  housing  and  Land  of  Thomas  Smith 
Brazier,  and  from  thence  running  Fifty-live  feet  two  Inches  by  the  Lands 
of  the  sd.  Smith  up  to  the  Extent  of  the  hereby  granted  part  of  the  said 
Old  Brick  Tenement  next  Adjoining  to  the  remaining  part  thereof  now 
in  the  Tenure  and  Occupation  of  the  sd.  Elizabeth  Pemberton,  & at  the 
North  Westerly  end  by  the  aforesaid  remaining  part  of  the  sd.  Old  Tene- 
ment where  the  Divisional  Line  of  Partition  running  across  or  athwart  in 
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the  sd.  Old  Tenement  to  Wings  Lane  aforesaid  measures  in  breadth  Twenty- 
Nine  feet  two  Inches  or  thereabout,”  with  the  appurtenances,  &c.,  and  one 
half  of  one-eighth  right  in  said  conduit  and  a right  of  wharfage  and  dock- 
age in  common  with  the  heirs  of  said  Pemberton.  On  “ the  Land  upon 
which  the  sd.  New  Built  Brick  Messuage  now  Stands  ” there  “ formerly 
Stood  a Wooden  Tenement.” 

The  same  executors,  with  Edward  Winslow,  goldsmith,  who  had  mar- 
ried said  Elizabeth  Pemberton,  by  deed  dated  Jan.  21,  1712-13  (Lib.  27, 
fob  55),  convey  to  Jonathan  Dowse,  of  Charlestown,  shipwright,  the  re- 
mainder of  said  estate,  described  as  follows : “ All  That  Brick  Messuage  or 
Tenement  adjoyning  Easterly  to  the  Tenement  of  Jonathan  Waldo  of  said 
Boston  Shopkeeper,  (which  said  Waldo  lately  purchased  of  said  Execrs)  in 
the  present  Tenure  and  Occupation  of  John  Brownwell,  Gentn.  with  all  the 
Land  whereon  the  same  doth  stand  and  is  thereunto  belonging,  Scituate 
and  lying  in  Boston  aforesaid  near  the  Town  Dock,  being  butted  and  bound- 
ed at  the  Front  Northerly  where  it  measureth  in  Length  partly  by  Wings 
Lane  so  called  and  partly  by  the  Land  of  Richard  Middlecott  late  of  said 
Boston  deced,  this  side  hath  divers  Lines  in  it,  by  Wings  Lane  from  the 
Easterly  Corner  of  said  Messuage  adjoyning  to  said  Waldo  upon  said  Lane 
about  Sixty  nine  feet,  and  there  turning  off  and  rnnning  to  the  North  East- 
erly Corner  of  the  Brewhouse,  by  the  Land  of  said  Middlecott  about  Thir- 
ty two  feet  ten  Inches  and  there  turning  off  and  running  from  said  North 
Easterly  Corner  to  the  North  Westerly  Corner  of  said  Brewhouse  by  the 
Land  of  said  Middlecott  about  Twenty  four  feet  one  Inch  and  on  the  West- 
erly side  by  the  Land  of  Eliakim  Hutchinson  where  it  measureth  in 
breadth  about  Fifty  Six  feet,  and  on  the  Southerly  side  where  it  measureth 
in  Length  partly  by  the  Land  of  said  Hutchinson  and  partly  by  the  Land 
of  Thomas  Smith  Brazier,  this  side  hath  divers  Lines  in  it,  Measureth 
by  the  Land  of  said  Hutchinson  from  the  South  Westerly  Corner  of 
said  Brew  house  about  Twenty  eight  feet  five  Inches,  and  there  turns  off  on 
a Southerly  Line  about  three  feet  five  Inches,  and  there  turns  off  and  runs 
on  an  Easterly  Line  by  the  Land  of  said  Smith  at  the  Rear  of  his  Garden 
about  Twenty  seven  feet  ten  Inches,  and  there  turns  off  and  runs  on  a 
Southerly  Line  by  the  Land  of  said  Smith  by  the  Westerly  side  of  said 
Messuage  about  Twenty  nine  feet  Six  Inches,  And  on  the  Easterly  side 
where  it  measureth  in  breadth  partly  by  the  Land  of  said  Smith  and  partly 
by  the  Land  of  said  Waldo,  by  the  Land  of  said  Smith  to  the  backside  of 
the  Messuage  of  said  Waldo  Twenty  two  feet  Six  Inches,  from  thence 
through  the  aforesaid  Messuage  to  said  Wings  Lane  about  Thirty  feet  or 
howsoever  otherwise  bounded  or  reputed  to  be  bounded ; Together  with  all 
and  Singular  the  Brew  house,  and  two  large  Coppers,  with  the  Coolers  and 
all  other  Vessells  Utensils  to  the  said  Brew  house  now  belonging  or  in  any 
manner  of  wise  appertaining,”  with  the  appurtenances,  &c.,  and  one-half 
of  one-eighth  right  in  said  conduit  and  a right  of  wharfage  and  dockage  in 
common  with  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  said  Pemberton. 
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III. 

THE  KING’S  ARMS. 

The  Register  for  July,  1877  (xxxi.  329),  and  October,  1879  (xxxiii. 
400),  contained  brief  notes  on  the  Castle  Tavern,  which  stood  on  what 
is  now  the  corner  of  Batterymarch  Street  and  Liberty  Square,  and  the  still 
earlier  Castle  Tavern,  afterwards  known  as  the  George  Tavern,  which  was 
on  what  is  now  Dock  Square  at  the  corner  of  Elm  Street.  There  were 
likewise,  in  various  parts  of  Boston,  at  different  periods,  several  taverns 
called  the  King’s  Arms,  but  the  one  which  forms  the  subject  of  this  paper 
was  at  the  head  of  Dock  Square,  not  far  from  the  earlier  Castle  Tavern. 
A narrow  strip  of  the  land  on  which  it  stood  now  forms  the  south-west  part 
of  the  Sears  estate  on  the  north-east  corner  of  Dock  Square  and  new 
Washington  Street — or  Washington  Street  as  extended  under  the  resolve 
of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,'  passed  September  9,  1872 — and 
part  also  of  the  south-west  portion  of  the  land  of  the  Fifty  Associates  in 
the  rear  of  that  estate,  but  nearly  all  of  the  original  lot  was  taken  for  the 
extension  of  the  latter  street,  and  its  landmarks  are  now  wholly  obliterated. 

In  the  Book  of  Possessions  (p.  44)  the  possession  of  Hugh  Gunnison 
•within  the  limits  of  Boston,  is  described  as  “One  house  & garden  bounded 
wth  the  streete  southeast  : George  Burden  northeast : Wm  Hudson  Ju- 
nior, Northwest : mr  William  Ting  westwards.”  On  the  28th  of  October, 
1650  (Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib.  1,  fol.  128)  “Hugh  Gullison”  mortgaged  to  Mr. 
Anthony  Stoddard  and  Henry  Shrimpton  “ for  considerable  surnmes  to 
them  due”  “all  that  his  dwelling  house  called  by  the  name  of  the  Kings 
Armes  wth  all  his  lands  brewhouse  barnes  Stables  yards  thereto  belonging, 
wth  all  his  furniture  therein  as  beds,  bedding  linnen,  & woollen,  Curteines, 
Yallance,  Pewter,  Brasse,  Copper,  tables,  stooles,  wth  his  horse  Cowe  & fif- 
teene  swine  & all  his  brewing  vessells.”  This  mortgage  was  discharged  7th 
2mo.  1651,  and  by  deed  of  the  latter  date  (Lib.  1,  fol.  135),  Hugh  Gunni- 
son, styling  himself  of  Boston,  vintner,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  conveyed  to  John 
Sampson,  Henry  Shrimpton  and  William  Brenton,  all  of  Boston,  merchants, 
for  the  consideration  of  £600  sterling,  “ one  dwelling  house  Scituat  & being 
in  Boston  aforesaid  comonly  known  by  the  name  & signe  of  the  Kings 
Armes  wth  the  appurtenances  late  in  the  tenure  & possession  of  the  sd 
Hugh  Gunison  & all  the  lands  cellars  chambers  garrets  closets  roomes 
brewhowses  stables  yards  out  houses  & buildings  therevnto  belonging  & 
appertaineing  or  therewth  vsed  & occupyed  by  the  sd  Hugh  Gunnison  or  his 
Assignes  together  wth  all  deeds  writeings  & evidences  of  for  & concerning 
the  same  & also  all  the  prticular  goods  & houshould  stuffe  specifyed  in  an 
inventory  here  vnto  affixed,”  to  be  held,  one  third  part  thereof  “ to  & for 
the  vse  & behoofe  of  John  Turner  of  the  Island  of  Tenerif  in  the  Canaries 
mercht,”  one  third  part  thereof  “ to  & for  the  vse  & behoofe  of  Thomas 
Cowling  of  the  sd  Island  merchV’  and  the  other  third  part  thereof  “ to  & 
for  the  vse  & behoofe  of  the  sd  Wm  Brenton,”  and  their  heirs  and  assigns 
forever.  The  inventory  above  referred  to  is  as  follows  : 

An  Inventory  of  the  p’ticular  goods  & houshould  stuffe  now  remaineing  & being  in 
the  dwelling  house  com ’only  knowne  by  the  signe  of  the  Kings  armes  in  Boston, 
bargained  & sould  by  Hugh  Gunnison  & Sarah  his  wife  vnto  John  Sampson  Henry 
Shrimpton  & Wm  Brenton  merchts.  for  the  consideration  mentioned  in  the  Indenture 
here  vnto  annexed. 

Imprimis  in  the  Chamber  called  the  Exchange  one  halfe  headed  bedsted  wth  blew 
pillars,  one  livery  Cupbord  coloured  blue,  one  long  table,  benches  two  formes  & one 
carved  chaire. 
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In  the  Kitehin  three  formes  dresseres  shelves. 

In  the  Larder,  one  square  table  bannisters  dressers  & shelvs  round. 

In  the  Hall,  three  Smale  Roomes  wth  tables  & benches  in  them,  one  table  about 
six  foote  long  in  the  hall  & one  bence. 

In  the  low  p’lor  one  bedsted  one  table  & benches  two  formes,  one  smale  frame  of 
a forme  & shelvs,  one  closet  wth  shelvs. 

In  the  roome  vnder  the  closet,  one  childs  bedsted. 

In  the  chamber  called  London,  one  bedsted  two  benches. 

In  the  chamber  over  London,  one  bedsted  one  crosse  table  one  forme  one  bench. 

In  the  closet  next  the  Exchange,  shelves. 

In  the  barr  by  the  hall,  three  shelvs  the  frame  of  a low  stoole. 

In  the  vpper  p’lor  one  bedsted  two  chaires  one  table  one  forme  bench  & shelvs. 

In  the  Nursery  one  crosse  table  wth  shelvs. 

In  the  Court  chamber  one  Long  table  three  formes  one  livery  cupbord  & benches. 

In  the  closet  wthin  the  Court  chamber  one  bedsted  & shelvs. 

In  the  Starr  chamber  one  long  table  one  bedsted  one  livery  Cupbord  one  chaire 
three  formes  wth  benches. 

In  the  Garret  over  the  Court  chamber  one  bedsted  one  table  two  formes. 

In  the  garret  over  the  closet  in  the  Court  chamber  one  bedsteed  one  smale  forme. 

In  the  foure  garrett  chambers  over  the  starr  chamber,  three  bedsteeds  foure  tables 
wth  benches. 

In  the  brew  house  one  Co’p  twoe  fatts  one  vnder  backe  one  vpper  back  one  knead- 
ing trough  one  dresser  one  brake. 

In  the  stable  one  Rack  & manger. 

In  the  yard  one  pumpe  pipes  to  convey  the  water  to  the  brewhouse  fyve  hogg 
styes  one  house  of  office. 

The  Signes  of  the  Kings  armes  & signe  posts. 

William  Hudson,  vintner,  by  deed  dated  March  31,  1G60  (Lib.  3,  fol. 
481),  reciting  that  “ LIugh  Gunnison  Lately  deceased  in  his  life  tjme,  some 
yeares  Since  when  he  built  his  brewhouse  at  ye  North  Easterly  Corner 
thereof,  for  ye  better  accomodateing  of  himselfe,  Crouded  in  & tooke  a little 
piece  of  ye  Land  of  Wm  Hudsons  about  two  foote  one  way  & three  foote 
anothr  more  or  lesse  before  ye  said  Hudson  Sold  y*  piece  of  Land,  wch 
bounds  ye  said  brewhouse  on  ye  South  ye  said  LIudson  hauing  receiued  full 
Satisfaccon  of  mr  William  Brenton  mr  John  Turner  & Mr  Thomas  Cooling 
for  ye  same  Long  since  & before  his  Sale  of  any  Land  to  ye  Said  Glover,” 
renounces  all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  land  so  taken  to  Mr.  Henry 
Shrimpton  for  the  use  of  said  William  Brenton,  John  Turner  and  Thomas 
Cooling  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Henry  Shrimpton,  brasier,  in  his  will,  dated  17th  5mo.,  probated  Aug. 
4,  1666,  devised ‘the  estate  as  follows  : “I  doe  also  give  Vnto  my  dafter 
Sarah  Shrimpton  the  hows  formerly  Cawled  the  stats  armes  with  all  the  out 
howses  yards  & stable  & all  the  privileges  beloing  therevnto  to  here  & 
heare  haiers  for  Ever  but  in  Cace  She  Shall  dey  without  haiers  then  it 
Shall  be  Sowld  & devided  Equalv  betwen  the  brother  & Sisters  & theyr 
haiers  that  Shall  Survive.”  His  inventory  contains  a list  of  articles  of 
personal  property  “ In  ye  howse  that  was  called  ye  States  Armes,”  the 
“ howse,  ground  & out  howseing”  being  appraised  at  £400. 

Eliakim  Hutchinson  of  Boston,  merchant,  on  his  marriage  with  Sarah 
Shrimpton,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract  of  marriage,  con- 
veyed, by  deed  dated  Jan.  29,  1668  (Lib.  6,  fol.  2),  to  Samuel  Shrimp- 
ton, Edward  Hutchinson  and  Thomas  Lake,  feoffees  in  trust  for  said  Sarah 
and  her  children  by  said  Eliakim,  certain  parcels  of  land  given  him,  for  his 
marriage  portion,  by  Richard  Hutchinson,  citizen  and  ironmonger  of  Lon- 
don, and  Mary  his  wife,  father  and  mother  of  said  Eliakim,  “ together  with 
that  my  dwelling  house  in  Boston  which  I receiued  with  my  sajd  Beloued 
wife,  As  part  of  hir  portion  giuen  vnto  hir  by  hir  late  Honnored  ffather 


10 


BOSTON  TAVERNS. 


Henery  Shrimpton  his  last  will  & Testament,  & is  scittuated  in  Boston 
facing  to  the  head  of  the  Dock,  called  Bendalls  Dock,  & hereto  fore  called 
the  Kings  Armes  with  all  the  out  houseing  Lands  & Appurtenances  thereto 
belonging,  bounded  with  the  street  going  to  the  head  of  the  Dock  Easterly 
the  warehouse  & Lands,  now  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Brattle  merchant 
southerly  & westerly  & Easterly,  with  the  house  & Land  of  nehemiah 
Webb  on  the  northerly  part,  with  the  sajd  Thomas  Brattles  Land.” 

Eliakim  Hutchinson  enlarged  his  estate  by  purchasing  of  John  Wing, 
mariner,  by  deed  dated  Jan.  8,  1700  (Lib.  20,  fol.  136),  land  in  the  rear, 
which  had  been  conveyed  to  said  Wing  by  Thomas  Brattle,  gentleman,  by 
deed  dated  July  1,  1693  (Lib.  18,  fol.  137).  The  land  so  added  is  not 
shown  in  this  abstract,  but  it  was  part  of  the  Brattle  Close,  and  was  inherit- 
ed by  said  Brattle  from  his  father  Thomas  Brattle,  merchant,  and  his  mother 
Elizabeth,  one  of  the  daughters  of  William  Tyng.  It  was  part  of  the  pos- 
session of  William  Tyng,  described  in  the  Book  of  Possessions  (p.  10). 
See  partition  of  his  estate,  March  28, 1661,  Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib.  4,  fol.  5. 
See  also  Lib.  13,  fol.  96  and  161.  Hutchinson  seems  to  have  previously 
acquired,  by  some  unrecorded  deed,  still  another  parcel  of  rear  land  south 
of  the  parcel  above  referred  to. 

By  the  will  of  Eliakim  Hutchinson,  dated  Feb.  3,  1715-6,  probated  May 
26,  1718,  and  the  will  of  his  widow  Sarah  Hutchinson,  dated  March  26, 
1719,  probated  March  20,  1720,  the  whole  estate  vested  in  their  son  Wil- 
liam Hutchinson,  Esq.,  who  by  his  will,  dated  Nov.  20, 1721,  probated  Dec. 
23,  1721,  devised  all  his  real  estate  to  his  son  Eliakim. 

Eliakim  Hutchiuson,  Esq.,  the  second  of  the  name,  still  further  enlarged 
the  estate  by  purchasing  of  Samuel  Waldo,  Esq.,  by  deed  dated  Sept.  11, 
1747  (Lib.  77,  fol.  52),  a small  parcel  of  rear  land  on  the  south-west  side 
of  the  original  lot.  This  also  was  part  of  the  Brattle  Close,  and  is  not 
shown  in  this  brief  abstract.  See,  however,  for  chain  of  title,  deed  from 
Thomas  Brattle,  gentleman,  to  Thaddeus  Maccarty,  merchant,  dated  July 
20,  1694  (Lib.  16,  fol.  378J.  See  also  Lib.  21,  fol.  184,  and  Lib.  36,  fol. 
97,  and  wills  of  Thaddeus  Maccarty,  Elizabeth  Maccarty  and  Jonathan 
Waldo.  He  conveyed  to  James  Smith,  merchant,  and  Samuel  Waldo,  Esq., 
by  deeds  dated  Sept.  5,  1747,  and  June  15,  1748  (Lib.  74,  fol.  81,  and  Lib. 
75,  fol.  246),  certain  parcels  of  land  in  the  rear  which  formed  part  of  the 
land  bought  by  his  grandfather  of  John  Wing  by  the  deed  above  referred 
to,  but  purchased  of  John  Billings,  gentleman,  and  Richard  Billings,  tailor, 
by  deed  dated  Oct.  20,  1755  (Lib.  89,  fol.  116),  a piece  of  land  in  Dock 
Square  adjoining  the  original  lot  on  the  north-east  side  thereof.  This  last 
parcel  formed  originally  part  of  the  possession  of  George  Burden  as  de- 
scribed in  the  Book  of  Possessions  (p.  45),  and  the  title  is  not  shown  in  this 
abstract.  See,  however,  for  chain  of  title,  Lib.  6,  fol.  197,  Lib.  28,  fol.  90 
and  91,  Lib.  48,  fol.  242,  Lib.  75,  fol.  186  and  187,  and  wills  of  Richard 
Webb  and  Eliezer  Moody. 

Eliakim  Hutchinson,  Esq.,  was  a loyalist.  Under  the  acts  of  the  Gene- 
ral Court  in  relation  to  the  estates  of  absentees,  the  Probate  Court,  March 
19,  1779  (Docket  No.  16883),  made  Edward  Carnes,  gentleman,  the 
agent  of  his  estate,  and  on  the  23d  of  April  following,  appointed  three  com- 
missioners to  receive  and  examine  the  claims  of  his  creditors.  His  real 
estate,  in  the  inventory  filed  by  the  agent  on  the  latter  date,  was  appraised 
at  £21400,  and  consisted  in  part  of  “A  Dwelling  House  and  Land  &c  in 
Dock  Square  now  occupied  by  Widow  Fadre  £3500.”  and  u A Shop  in 
Dock  Square  improved  by  Thos.  Green  £200.”  In  the  papers  on  file  in  this 
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case  he  is  styled  the  “ Ilonble  Eliakim  Hutchinson  late  a Resident  of  Boston, 
Absentee  deceased,”  and  “ a Conspirator  deceased.” 

Samuel  Henshaw  and  Samuel  Barrett,  being  the  major  part  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  passed  March  2, 
1781,  entitled  ‘‘An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Payment  of  Debts  due  from  the 
Conspirators  and  Absentees  and  for  the  Recovery  of  Debts  due  to  them,” 
and  by  another  act  in  addition  to  said  act,  by  deed  dated  May  25,  1782 
(Lib.  141,  fol.  136),  conveyed  to  Thomas  Green  in  consideration  of  £70, 
a part  of  this  estate  bounded  “ Southerly  on  Dock  square  measuring  Eleven 
feet  westerly  on  land  of  the  sd:  Eliakim  Hutchinson  measuring  Eighty  nine 
feet  Northerly  on  Mr  Blanchard  measuring  Two  feet  Easterly  on  said  Green 
measuring  fifty  two  feet  and  three  inches  and  Northerly  again  on  said  Green 
three  feet  and  Six  inches  then  Easterly  again  on  said  Green  thirty  six  feet 
and  five  inches.”  The  rest  of  the  estate  was  conveyed  by  them,  in  conside- 
ration of  £1000,  by  deed  dated  Aug.  18,  1782  (Lib.  136,  fol.  22),  to  John 
Lucas  and  Edward  Tuckerman,  gentlemen,  and  is  therein  described  as  fol- 
lows : “ Easterly  on  Dock  square  twelve  feet  more  or  less  thence  Southerly 
on  said  Dock  square  thirty  one  feet  four  inches  more  or  less,  thence  Easterly 
again  on  land  of  Thos.  Green  eighty  nine  feet  four  Inches  more  or  Less 
thence  Northerly  on  land  of  Joshua  Blanchard  three  feet  more  or  less 
thence  Easterly  again  partly  on  land  of  said  Blanchard  and  partly  on  land 
of  the  Widow  Apthorp  fifty  two  feet  more  or  less  Northerly  on  land  of 
John  Newell  twenty  eight  feet  more  or  less,  thence  Easterly  on  said  Newell 
fifty  seven  feet  more  or  less  thence  Northerly  again  on  land  of  the  heirs  of 
Docr:  Thomas  Young  deced  thirty  four  feet  four  Inches  more  or  less.  Westerly 
on  land  of  Wm.  Greenleaf  one  hundred  and  Sixty  seven  feet  six  inches  more 
or  less  thence  Southerly  on  land  of  Jona.  Simpson  twenty  two  feet  more  or 
less  thence  Westerly  again  on  land  of  said  Simpson  fifty  one  feet  six  inches 
more  or  less,  Southerly  on  Coopers  Alley  so  called  Nineteen  feet  more  or 
less  or  however  otherwise  the  said  Estate  is  now  bounded.” 

It  would  exceed  the  limits  prescribed  for  this  article  to  follow  the  history 
of  this  estate  down  to  the  present  time.  But  it  will  perhaps  not  be  con- 
sidered out  of  place  to  point  out  here  that  the  labor  of  making  such  investi- 
gations as  the  foregoing  is  increased  a hundred  fold  by  the  imperfect  sys- 
tem of  indexing  and  recording  deeds  in  use  in  this  commonwealth.  As  this 
system  is  essentially  the  same  in  many  of  the  New  England  states,  the  fol- 
lowing remarks,  although  made  with  special  reference  to  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  are  applicable  to  the  greater  part  of  New  England.. 

Now  that  the  recent  congresses  of  librarians  and  the  formation  of  index 
societies  in  this  country  and  in  England  have  made  people  aware  of  the 
great  need  of  improvement  in  the  present  methods  of  cataloguing  and  in- 
dexing the  books  of  large  libraries,  it  would  seem  that  something  might  be 
done  to  call  attention  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  indices  to  the  records  in  the 
various  probate  offices  and  registries  of  deeds  in  this  commonwealth,  and 
to  set  forth  the  pressing  necessity  that  exists  that  something  should  be  done 
to  make  these  records  accessible  to  persons  who  wish  to  consult  them. 
These  county  records  constitute  in  themselves  large  and  valuable  libraries, 
the  contents  of  which  are  very  imperfectly  known  even  to  the  persons  from 
whose  daily  occupation  a knowledge  of,  and  familiarity  with,  them  would 
naturally  be  expected.  As  to  the  probate  offices,  that  of  the  county  of 
Suffolk  and  of  one  or  two  of  the  other  counties  have  been  greatly  improved 
of  late  years,  but  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  rest.  It  may  not 
be  generally  known  that  the  Registry  of  Deeds  for  the  county  of  Suffolk 
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contains  records  of  deeds  of  land  not  only  in  the  county  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended, but  of  land  in  nearly  all  parts  of  Massachusetts  ; land  also  in  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and 
probably  in  all  or  nearly  all  of  the  original  thirteen  colonies,  as  well  as  in  many 
of  the  newer  states  of  the  Union.  There  are  also  deeds  of  lands  in  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland  and  the  West  Indies;  likewise  some  wills  and  a vast  num- 
ber and  variety  of  miscellaneous  documents.  These  are  occasionally  stum- 
bled upon  by  the  conveyancer  in  search  of  something  else,  but  can  seldom 
be  found  a second  time  by  one  who  is  really  desirous  of  seeing  them,  un- 
less— which  is  not  very  likely — he  happens  to  remember  the  names  of 
some  of  the  parties  thereto. 

The  late  Nathaniel  Iugersoll  Bowditch,  the  eminent  conveyancer,  informs 
us,  in  the  preface  to  his  “ Suffolk  Surnames,”  that,  beginning  his  researches 
in  1827,  before  the  records  in  the  registry  of  deeds  had  become  very  volu- 
minous, he,  “ in  every  instance,  traced  back  the  estate  to  the  settlement 
of  the  town,”  but  it  is  probable  that  the  result  of  such  researches  in  the 
earlier  titles  could,  in  too  many  instances,  have  afforded  him  but  little  satis- 
faction. In  the  earlier  period  of  our  history  estates  changed  hands,  by  pur- 
chase, much  less  frequently  than  now,  and  often  remained  in  the  same  fami- 
ly for  several  generations.  The  greater  part  of  an  examination  of  title  to 
such  an  estate  must  therefore  necessarily  have  been  made  in  the  probate 
office.  But  in  Mr.  Bowditch’s  time  the  files  of  original  papers  there  were 
not  so  arranged  that  they  could  be  consulted,  and  there  was  nothing  deserv- 
ing the  name  of  an  index  to  the  volumes  of  the  records.  In  fact  it  was  not 
until  the  year  1876,  fifteen  years  after  Mr.  Bowditch’s  death,  that  the  vast 
mass  of  documents  comprising  the  Suffolk  probate  files  and  records  became 
practically  accessible.  When  the  files  were  systematically  arranged  and  the 
present  dockets  and  indices  completed  in  that  year,  thirty-two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  five  papers  of  a date  prior  to  A.D.  1800  were  found,  which 
have  never  been  recorded,  among  them  no  fewer  than  two  hundred  and 
eighty  wills.  In  six  hundred  and  sixty -nine  cases,  prior  to  that  date,  which 
now  appear  on  the  dockets,  not  a single  paper  filed  in  these  cases  has  ever 
been  recorded,  so  that  not  even  the  names  of  the  parties,  or  the  fact  that  such 
persons  ever  lived,  could  have  been  known  to  one  who  consulted  the  records. 
When  Mr.  Bowditch  began  his  career  as  a conveyancer,  very  few  town  his- 
tories and  family  genealogies  had  been  published,  and  he  must  have  been 
often  at  a loss  to  know  the  names  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  deceased  persons, 
and  of  course  could  not  have  traced  their  names  in  the  indices  of  grantors 
of  deeds. 

Moreover,  but  little  dependence  can  be  placed  on  the  indices  now  in  use 
in  the  Suffolk  Registry  of  Deeds  of  grantors  and  grantees  of  deeds  recorded 
prior  to  A.D.  1800.  They  are  the  work  of  careless  and  incompetent  per- 
sons, and  are  amazingly  inaccurate  and  untrustworthy.  Hardly  a day 
passes  without  the  detection  of  some  errors  in  them.  Many  deeds  have  lately 
been  found  which  were  not  indexed  at  all,  and  others  which  were  entered 
under  the  wrong  surname,  so  that  they  could  not  have  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  any  examiner  of  titles.  But  even  these  indices,  as  poor  as  they 
are,  are  superior  to  those  on  which  Mr.  Bowditch  was  obliged  to  rely,  and 
are  in  fact  the  result  of  a revision  of  the  indices  made  only  seven  years  ago. 

The  only  index  to  the  records  in  the  registry  of  deeds,  provided  for  by  the 
General  Statutes,  is  an  index  of  grantors  and  grantees  named  in  the  deeds 
and  other  instruments  there  recorded.  That  is  to  say,  the  law  assumes  that  a 
man  who  is  about  to  examine  the  title  to  a parcel  of  land  knows  the  name 
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either  of  the  party  who  sells,  or  of  the  party  who  buys  it.  In  many  cases  he 
knows  neither,  and  the  indices  are  then  of  no  value  whatever  to  him.  But 
suppose  him  to  have  obtained  the  neeessary  clue,  and  to  be  in  the  midst  of  his 
examination,  let  the  chain  of  title  be  broken  occasionally  by  some  unrecorded 
deeds,  or  let  it  pass  through  descendants  of  some  former  owner,  in  the  fe- 
male line,  who  have  changed  their  names  by  marriage  or  otherwise,  and  the 
examiner  is  at  his  wit’s  end,  and  his  investigations  are  brought  to  a full  stop. 
There  are  estates  in  Boston  the  title  to  which  no  conveyancer  can  by  any 
possibility  examine  by  means  of  the  indices  now  furnished  him  for  that  pur- 
pose. Moreover,  unwise  legislation  induces  men  to  place  their  property  in 
the  names  of  their  wives  and  female  relatives.  The  extent  to  which  real 
property  in  Boston  and  its  vicinity  is  being  in  this  way  acquired  by  women 
is  surprising,,  and  is  probably  known  to  few  but  conveyancers  and  assessors 
of  taxes  whose  attention  has  necessarily  been  called  to  the  matter.  Now  a 
woman’s  name  is  of  little  consequence.  It  is  not  what  in  mathematics  is 
called  a known  quantity.  She  changes  it  every  time  she  is  married.  Some 
women  have  four  or  five  different  names  in  the  course  of  their  lives.  The 
uselessness  of  an  index  of  mere  names,  when  so  large  a part  of  all  the  real 
estate  belongs  to  women  whose  names  are  liable  to  be  changed  so  often,  is 
apparent.  Fortunately  it  has  become  the  custom  of  late  years  for  scrive- 
ners in  drawing  deeds  to  make  a reference  therein  to  the  previous  deeds 
under  which  the  grantor  claims  title.  But  in  former  times  this  was  seldom 
done,  and  it  has  not  yet  become  the  common  practice  in  many  parts  of  the 
commonwealth.  Yet  nothing  but  this  custom,  of  uncertain  duration,  saves 
our  real  estate  titles  from  falling  into  utter  confusion. 

The  proper  remedy  for  this  state  of  things  is,  of  course,  an  index  of  places. 
When  a deed  is  received  for  record,  it  should  be  entered  not  only  in  an  index 
of  grantors  and  an  index  of  grantees,  as  is  done  at  present,  but  also  in  a 
third  index  classified  and  arranged  according  to  the  name  of  the  street  in 
which  the  granted  land  is  situated.  In  Suffolk  county  there  is  now  a street 
index  of  tax  deeds.  What  is  needed  is  a street  index  of  all  deeds.' 

There  should  also  be  an  index  of  the  names  of  abutters  and  of  all  persons, 
other  than  grantors  and  grantees,  that  may  be  found  in  a deed,  classified 
according  to  Christian  and  surnames.  The  earlier  deeds  frequently  mention 
the  names  of  tenants  and  occupants  of  lands,  and  an  index  of  “ Other 
Names  ” would  not  only  be  important  to  antiquarians. and  genealogists,  but 
would  be  invaluable  to  conveyancers,  as  it  would  in  many  cases  afford  a 
clue  to  unrecorded  deeds.  Two  striking  instances  of  the  need  of  such  an 
index  are  seen  in  the  abstract  of  the  very  title  now  before  us.  In  fact  there 
are  few  of  the  earlier  titles  in  the  examination  of  which  an  index  of  this 
sort  is  not  indispensable. 

There  should  also  be  an  index  of  the  estates  on  which  executions  have 
been  levied,  classified  and  arranged  according  to  the  street  in  which  the 
property  is  situated. 

The  Suffolk  records  contain  many  miscellaneous  documents,  and  are  par- 
ticularly rich  in  depositions  upon  all  sorts  of  subjects.  There  should  be  a 
subject  index  of  all  such. 

In  the  Suffolk  Registry  of  Deeds,  in  the  year  1876,  one  great  improve- 
ment in  indexing  was  made  which  has  since  been  kept  up.  The  indices  of 
grantors  were  classified  according  to  Christian  as  well  as  surnames,  and  there 
was  added,  opposite  each  name,  a brief  description  of  the  land  conveyed. 
This  method' — that  of  the  Classified  Descriptive  Index — should  be  extended 
to  all  the  previous  years,  and  would  save  an  immense  amount  of  drudgery 
to  those  who  are  obliged  to  consult  the  records. 
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Many  other  desirable  alterations  in  onr  present  mode  of  indexing  and 
recording  deeds  will  readily  suggest  themselves  to  the  conveyancers  and 
others  who  have  had  practical  experience  of  the  imperfections  of  the  present 
system,  and  have  long  suffered  under  its  inconveniences  ; but  the  changes 
and  improvements  above  set  forth — improvements  which  are  sure  to  be 
made  in  time — would  work  as  great  a reform  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  as  has 
already  been  accomplished  in  the  Suffolk  Probate  Office.  What  has  been 
done  there  may  be  seen  from  the  following  instance.  Some  years  ago  the 
writer  of  this  paper  had  occasion  to  make  in  that  office  certain  extended 
researches  which  took  up  nearly  the  whole  of  one  winter.  Since  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  index  and  the  rearrangement  of  the  files,  the  same  work, 
instead  of  requiring  nearly  three  months,  can  now  be  much  better  done  in 
as  many  days. 

There  is  another  matter  to  which  attention  should  be  called.  The  records 
of  births,  deaths  and  marriages  in  the  office  of  the  City  Registrar  should  at 
once  be  classified  according  to  Christian  and  surnames,  and  so  save  the  waste 
of  time  and  ruin  of  eyesight  now  occasioned  by  those  interminable  alpha- 
bets. The  records  of  Boston  proper  are,  in  this  and  in  other  respects,  in 
painful  contrast  to  the  admirably  cared  for  records  of  Charlestown.  There 
is  no  excuse  for  the  further  sufferance  of  antiquated  “ alphabets  ” to  the 
public  records.  They  are  a quarter  of  a century  behind  the  times. 

With  indices  like  those  above  suggested,  it  would  be  possible  for  two  or 
three  experienced  conveyancers,  with  proper  clerical  assistance,  to  examine 
the  titles  to  all  the  land  in  Boston,  from  the  Book  of  Possessions  down  to 
the  beginning  of  this  century,  if  not  later,  within  the  comparatively  short 
period  of  two  years.  From  their  abstracts  a series  of  maps  could  be  pre- 
pared of  the  whole  city,  in  sections,  showing  Boston  at  intervals  of  fifty 
years  or  less,  with  each  man’s  lot  marked  with  his  name,  and  the  reference 
to  his  title,  and  with  all  changes  in  boundaries  designated.  These  maps 
could  be  reproduced  by  the  heliotype  “process”  at  comparatively  small  ex- 
pense, and  would  be  of  the  utmost  value  to  antiquarians,  genealogists  and 
local  historians,  as  well  as  to  conveyancers. 


